ARE LOCAL PEOPLE WINNERS or LOSERS
from FOREST- BASED PRODUCTS ?

A Study in Ethics, Equity, and the Market based on two NTFPs:
CRABWOOD OIL in GUYANA & MARULA in SOUTHERN AFRICA

Background Geographic Context

- g ¥ || Guyana and South Affica, though continentally different, have similar socio-economic experiences in developing
forest products. The “winners and losers” project was conceived to analyse the forest products market chains for
Crabwood O1l (Carapa guianensis) in Guyana, and for Marula Oil in Namibia and South Africa. The “winners and
losers” analyses will demonstrate to policy makers and other local communities elsewhere the ‘success stories’ and
the ‘hard lessons’ of developing forest resources. The hope 1s that the lessons learned will lead to equitable and
sustainable benefits to local people. This project was developed out of a collaborative effort between the Iwokrama
International Centre for Ramn Forest Conservation and Development, various South African Institutions and the
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology CEH, UK. The non-timber forest products targeted for the study are derived from

two tree species:
e Carapa guianesis (Crabwood Oil/Andiroba Oil) in Guyana, South America

» Sclerocarya birrea (Marula) in South Africa and Namibia Crabwood Oil_Making Process

The Rio Conference of 1992 focussed the world’s attention on forest actors
and all forest values.

Key forest actors are the often poor and marginalized communities that are
dependent on natural resources for their livelihood. The eventual fate of key
species and forests are in many cases determined by the livelihood options
available to them and the policy level decisions taken by national
governments.

The forest policy of Guyana, identifies as one of its three specific objectives, to £+
“promote sustainable and efficient forest activities which utilize the broad range

of forest resources and contribute to national development while allowing
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Topical Applications as a remedy for:

e Stomach and chest aches; muscle pain &
arthritis; fever; skin irritation; brittle hair; hair
infestation; wounds & bruises; leishmaniasis
and painful swellings etc.

Ingesting of oil as a remedy for:

e Internal cancers; coughs; cold; asthma; and
malaria prevention etc.

Other Uses:

» Pedeculicide; complexion restoration; massage
therapy; aromatherapy; tetanus; astringent;
furniture oil, insecticide and
as a preservative etc.

The Local Producers

. Important contribution to livelihoods of local communities mainly in riverine
areas

. Local communities are of Arawak, Makushi, Carib and mixed ethnicities.

. Traditional uses, knowledge and techniques of making Crabwood Oil processing

down through the women from generation to generation.
. Seasonal production (fruiting is between April to July)

Benetfits to Stakeholders
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* Crabwood Oil —a slow ‘seller’ on the local ¢ Crabwood timber is both locally and internationally valued the results will have policy implications for:

market as a prized furniture wood. As a result, communities harvesting the
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