
Why are trees important for our lives?
Identifying ecosystem goods and services from trees

Leaves, bark and roots of 
many trees provide

medicines
for millions of people, 

and animals. Most 
modern medicines are 

based on plant material.

Trees hold the soil           
together and this

prevents erosion and landslides. 
Some trees also

enrich the nutrients in the soil.   
Removing them can have 

dangerous effects.

Water moves           
up through  plants

…and comes down 
again as rain, 

collecting in rivers 
and underground

Trees provide important
habitats for a huge range of

animals,  birds and insects. As 
trees disappear, so do these 
creatures. These habitats all 

depend on the water that trees 
help to generate.

Trees provide an important 
source of cash income for 
people all over the world. 

This is often used to pay for 
schooling.

The shape and density of the         
canopy (top) of trees

influences water flows and light
patterns. 

The canopy is where
energy from the sun is converted

into plant material. Humans use this 
energy by burning wood etc., or by 
converting plant material through 

our digestive system.

In many places, trees have very 
important spiritual values, which
must be preserved to strengthen 

community identities.

The funding for this work has been provided by the Forestry Research Programme of the UK Department for International Development, The views here do not 
necessarily represent those of DFID.

Trees supply us  with
fruits, nuts and oils 

which are often
nutritionally rich foods.

These are also an 
important source of

animal fodder. 

Trees absorb carbon into
their cells and store it, which could 
help to reduce ‘Global Warming’. 

This process  is called ‘carbon 
sequestration’, which  may be an 
important income generator for 

forests in the future

and goes into             
the atmosphere 
..

and goes into             
the atmosphere 
..

People use wood 
leaves and fibres
for building, and
and handicrafts

Trees help to filter the air to
make it clean and cool, and they

provide oxygen.                           
Their shade and shelter are 

important for both people and 
animals.
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